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washing the flints obtained from "chalk pits, and then cal-
cining or roasting them, after which they are thrown, while
still hot, into cold water. The effect of the roasting deprives
the flints of their transparent 'Character, and renders them
"brittle and more readily pulverizable. The finest particles
of the ground flint, when carefully washed to free them
from the coarser particles, form a pappy mass on subsiding
in water, which is afterwards diluted with water to a given
standard, and the standard clay and flint liquors are after-
wards mixed together in certain proportions, according to
the condition of the clay employed. The mixture is after-
wards heated to expel a certain amount of its water, when
the mass assumes the form of dough. This is afterwards
cut into square blocks, which are piled in heaps and stored
in a damp cellar for several months. During this period
the "dough" undergoes considerable change, almost re-
sembling fermentation in its character, and the " ware "
made from it is of a finer quality than that produced from
recently-made dough.

When required for use the dough is taken by the work-
man in both hands, and is then torn asunder, and after-
wards the two pieces are slapped together with some force,
the separate fragments being united in a different direction
from that in which they were at first combined. This
operation is repeated several times, and the lump is then
dashed on a board and worked up for a considerable time
until a perfectly homogeneous mass is formed.

In making articles from the clay'prepared as above the
first operation is called throwing. This is performed on* a
machine called the potter's lathe, a simple form of which
is given below. The flywheel is worked by a handle
which sets in motion the upright spindle furnished